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Abstract 
	A few days ago, the court sentenced Ghislaine Maxwell, "a daughter of a British media magnate," to 20 years in prison for sex trafficking with Jeffrey Epstein, "an American financier" who committed suicide in jail according to the ‘official’ story. In 2016, a scandal broke out of then-President Trump had paid Stormy Daniels for sex services. These are just a few examples of the penetration of sex industries to the highest economic and political levels. 
           Globalization literature does not focus on illegal sexual practices in any organization. However, the phenomenon exists in different layers of globalization and is widely hidden and protected. When surfaced or reported by the media, they are framed as separate incidents of individuals. For that reason, it is hard to find a relationship between globalization and illegal sex practices. There are a few places in the world where "sex for money" is legal, known as sex-tourist destinations. This paper illustrates different aspects of sex workers' status and the role globalization played in shaping the structure of this industry in two famous sex destinations: Amsterdam's Red-Light districts in the global north and Bangkok in the global south. 
           Health issues, social problems, and human rights violations are a few examples resulting from the sex tourism industry. The damaged structures of societies and the reconstruction of the new reality by neoliberalism contribute to the flourishing sex-tourism industries and the accompanying industries such as sex trafficking, pornography, and sex toys.   
Introduction
Globalization extended to every corner of life, from food to cloth to information technologies. In all fields, globalization established global policies, exploited cheap labor and natural resources, and dominated global production to achieve only one goal: maximize gains and profits. The consequences of globalization led to the concentrating the wealth in the hand of a few individuals, weakening the nation-state structure, increasing unemployment rates, creating food insecurity, deteriorating national health conditions, and establishing a wide gap between the north and the south global. 
The unprecedented movement of materials, goods, and individuals in the globalization era helped the fast-growing sex markets. The immigration of poor people from rural to cities or from low-income countries to high-income countries and the movement of rich people to developing countries transfer the market from locality to internationality. Wonders and Michallowski explained that the commodification of men’s desires and women’s bodies meshed the supply and demand of the sex market just like any other market (546). According to the ILO report of 1998, the market kept booming even after a recession hit the global markets that year.
Sex- tourism is a neoliberal term that tries to “capture varieties of leisure travel that have as part of their purpose the purchase of sexual services…highlight the convergence between prostitution and tourism, links the global and the local, and draw attention to the production and consumption of the sex services” (Wonders and Michalowski,545). Jeffreys considered this term euphemism and demanded to call it “prostitution tourism”, according to her, there is no fun and entertainment in abusing women and violating human rights (180). I prefer to use sex tourism as academic language, and if we use the word prostitution, we should call sex workers a prostitutes, which has a bad connotation. 
Regulation of Sex Work
Few regulations attempt to govern the sex market; most of them occur in industrialized countries “an international debate has emerged around the extent to which sex workers choose this profession and therefore should not be viewed as victims but in charge of their circumstances” (Beneria 80). In 1999, Sweden and Norway adopted a law that criminalized the customer and legalized the direct selling of sex (Weitzer 99; Jeffery, 194). However, Weitzer claims that the regulations did not achieve the salutary effects the advocates sought (100).
           The feminist movements and the changes in the culture of industrialized countries brought greater legitimacy to sex work in the 1960s and 1970s. Wonders and Michalowski argue that MR. A de Graff Foundation and the first international Whore’s Conference in the 1980s redefined prostitution as sex “work.” They required the Dutch prostitute to pay taxes, an act that enabled them to “seek of health care, social service support, and law enforcement protection benefits rarely available to sex workers in other industrialized countries” (554). 
           In Thailand, a brothel in Asia with an annual contribution of 22 billion USD to Thai GDP (Gugic 364), sex work is illegal. Sanders-McDonagh (125) explains that “most sexualized venues operate within a corrupted black-market economy, where politicians are open to bribes.” As a result, sex workers are much more susceptible to human rights violations, especially from the police, who get a ‘fringe benefit’ of having sex when arresting them.
Health Situation
	Despite the progress in the medical field, HIV and other Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) are a prime concern in this occupation. Ward and Aral argue that no evidence connects STIs to multiple sexual partners, adding that cases in the global north are at relatively low risk of HIV compared to their counterparts in the global south (346). Wonders and Michalowski elaborated that the HIV risk is extremely low among prostitutes in the Netherlands and sex workers clearly have more rights than in most countries worldwide (558).
           The story in the global south is entirely different, “in the late 1990s, and AIDS rate had already reached epidemic proportions in Thailand” (Sanders-McDonagh 126). Gugic attributes HIV’s high rate to structural factors such as poverty and low access to health care, and social and demographic factors such as the country of origin of the customers and sex workers (366). 
           In addition to STIs, female sex workers are suffering from many mental health problems. According to Jeffreys, their sexuality causes flashbacks and nightmares, and their persistent worries and emotional pain resemble grieving. She added that the sexual violence they are exposed to causes long-term post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Blaming themselves for the damage they are suffering, pushing them to commit suicide, where figures from the public hospital show that 15% of all suicide victims are prostitutes (183).
Sex Trafficking.	
The sex tourism industry became an international and industrialized business for two reasons; first, due to the economic transformation represented by the move of the big business in sex industries and enlisted their operation within the Stock Exchange in the industrialized countries, and second due to the social and political transformation in global south represented by losing lands, lack of employment opportunities, the creation of a permanent subproletariat, and an increase in child labor (Jeffreys 186; Gugic 358). Sex trafficking has become a growing business to supply an increasing worldwide demand for sex workers. 
Bangkok is a traffic hub for free-willing or forced women (Gugic 363). Jeffreys elaborates that the largest group is Chinese women, then Japanese, Koreans, Siamese, Filipinos, Indians, Iraqis, Persians, and Syrians (186). 
After working for a while in Bangkok, the sex workers are promised travel to the USA and Europe, where they can enjoy liberty, a luxury lifestyle, and better-paid work. When they arrive, they discover the lie, get involved in drugs, and commit suicide (Gugic 363). Wonders and Michalowski confirmed that “75% of all prostitutes behind the windows in the Red-Light District, De Wallen, are foreigners and 80% of all foreigner prostitutes are in the country illegally” (555).  
Social Status 
Society's rejection of sex workers is a universal phenomenon. As most social, cultural, and political literature calls for Utopia, sex work will still be considered a vice. Women working in the sex industry face two issues: prejudice and stigma (Sanders-McDonagh 132).
Prejudice can be seen clearly in developed countries and creates a stratification system. The design of the Red Lights district, i.e., windows displays, aims "to exclude the sex workers from 'normal' society because they are considered a threat to the bourgeois hetero-patriarchal order" (Chapuis 618). Immigrant women from Eastern Europe get paid less than their Dutch native counterparts. "Third World and Eastern European immigrant women in the Netherlands, Germany, and other regulated countries lower the prostitution market value of local Dutch and German women" (Wonders and Michalowski 557). The significant presence of sex worker immigrants "leads to local hostility toward" them (Wonders and Michalowski 557). Sex workers in the Netherlands are excluded from society, classified according to their origins, and face hostile actions. 
Stigmas are associated with the moral structure of society in developing countries. Most traditions, norms, and religious instructions stress that sex should be practiced within a social order, i.e., marriage bonds. Buddhism, the religion of Thailand, considers a female who works in the sex industry a "lost merit." Sanders-McDonagh argues that this forms a social stigma that makes it difficult for sex worker women to get married or integrate into Thai society (127). Thai culture considers a woman to make a choice when involved in sex work, even though "only 40% of the girls enter voluntarily and the remaining 60% are forced, coerced, or tricked into it" (Gugic 364). Many women express their desire to abandon the industry but find it difficult because of society's renouncement (Sanders-McDonagh 127). They are also seen as a problem group who spread diseases and thus should be excluded from social activities.  
Globalization contributes to a lot of problems associated with the sex tourism industry. Reversing the effect of globalization is impossible. When an industry is considered illegal and operates without state regulation, its main contribution will go to the black-market economy and will join other illegal sectors, as is the case with sex trafficking and drug smuggling in the sex tourism industry. It also exhausted many states' resources to combat those unlawful operations. Legalize, regulate, and monitor sex-tourism industries will add revenue to the state, secure social welfare and health benefits to its workers, provide them with law enforcement protection, and prevent the illegal trafficking of women, where only registered and licensed people are allowed to work in the industry. 
Conclusion
Globalization played a critical role in creating the sex tourism industry. It commodified men's desires and women's bodies to create a supply and demand market. It benefited from the enormous gap between the developed and developing countries. Women's bodies as goods transported from rural areas to cities and from developing countries to industrial countries through sex trafficking. During this process, women suffer human rights violations, are exposed to STIs and mental health problems, and suffer prejudice in foreign countries and stigma in their society, which seldom allows them to be accepted in their country or integrated into their new culture. 
Legalized sex-tourism industries might not be the best answer because they cannot fix the social and cultural problems associated with this industry. Still, it is a step in the right direction to treat those workers as human beings and allow them to pay taxes that provide them with social welfare that guarantees health care and law enforcement protection and minimizes sex trafficking.
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